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Herbert W. Armstrong:
How Do We Regard His Teaching?

Servants’ Newsas received many words are true (Deut 18:22; Matt 7:15explaining them). The difficulty comes
letters and calls asking the above que&3; 1Cor 14:29; 1Jn 4:1; Rev 2:2). Wavith more obscure doctrines and
tion. Was Herbert Armstrong the prophneed to evaluate Armstrong’s teachinggrophetic interpretation. For example,
esied Elijah to come and restore affrom a biblical perspectivaot so we Herbert Armstrong taught that there
things? (Matt 17:11.) Was tike apos- can judge_himbut so we can know were three resurrections based on his
tle of the twentieth century? Was he avhat we should believe of his teach- understanding of Revelation 20, but
“phony”, using religion as a way to liveing and what we should do now!
the good life? Or, was he a teacher used This issue is not so important formentions “three resurrections” or a
by the Eternal who made a number aihany of Armstrong’s basic teachingsthird resurrection”. Also, there are

significant mistakes?

there is no Scripture that specifically

such as the Sabbath and the millenniather scriptures that indicate that good

The purpose of this and the nexteign of Christ. These doctrines can band evil unbelievers will be raised at the
Servants’ Newissueis notto eternally demonstrated from the Scripture almostame time (Matt 3:12; 25:32-33).
judge Herbert Armstrong. Christ willas easily as they can be fronShould believers today believe and
do that (John 5:22). However, believerérmstrong’s writings (Armstrong did teach three resurrections only because
are commanded to judge their apostledp a good job of putting many of theArmstrong taught it, even if they cannot

teachers and prophets to see if theielated scriptures in one place ar

Continued on page 33

Why This Issue?

If you ask a doctrinal question to
a friend and he or she answers by
quoting the teaching of Martin
Luther, Dwight Moody, Ellen G.
White or some other deceased the-
ologian, are you impressed? Or, do
you think: “I would rather hear their
understanding of the Bible than a
quote from a human whom | can no
longer question”? Why then, should
we expect others to treat us differ-
ently if we respond to their questions
by quoting the teachings of Herbert
Armstrong?

If we cannot explain a doctrine
from the Bible without citing the
teachings of Armstrong, should we
teach that doctrine at all? Mr.
Armstrong did not have even a
near-perfect record in prophecy and
doctrine. If we repeat his teachings
rather than those which Christ leads
us to prove from the Scripture, then
are not we following a man,
rather than Christ?
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Today’s COGs Invoke HWA
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In the Next Issue:
Was HWA a Prophet?

Was “Pay and Pray” the Way?
“18 RestoredTruths” Report Card

HWA Research
Tools Now
Available to All

We would like to thank Don Tiger
and the small group of brethren who
work with him for making these writ-
ings of Herbert Armstrong available on
computer CD-ROM. These are clearly
the best facilities available for research-
ing the writings of Mr. Armstrong. The
three most useful CD-ROMs are photo
images of the 1951-196800d News,
photo images of the 1934-1960ain
Truth, and computer searchable text of
all of Mr. Armstrong’s books and
coworker letters.

You may obtain a set of these CD-
ROMs free of charge from the Web-
site www.herbertwarmstrong.org or by
writing Don Tiger, 1163 E Ogden No
705-261, Naperville lllinois, 60563.

(See also Oct 30, p. 1 story Tihe
Journal, News of the Churches of God.)



Trucker’s

NEWS

ger rants’

Bible Study

Oak Grove, Mo., Part 8

The Trucker’s Bible Study is conducted Weekly at the Texaco truck sto|
I-70, Oak Grove, Missouri by Arlo Gieselman, often assisted by Lenny Cac

November 1, 1998:Today’s study was a “keeper”. Both truckers wh
attended had embarked on a project of reading the entire Bible. The first
was in the book of Hosea and had some questions about it. Hosea is a
derful book because it shows clearly the mercy of the God of the
Testament—that He was not the vengeful, angry God as so many assun

The discussion lead naturally to God’s plan for all mankind and how o
a very few will likely be condemned to the lake of fire. He believed that th
who are not converted in this life will be judged based on what they do kno
which is more merciful than the common teaching of an ever-burning hell.
explored the judgment in Revelation 20 and he seemed to be glad to hq
He asked for a copy of the “Second Chance” study from CEM and Less
of their correspondence course.

We spent some time on spiritual gifts. The man said he had a terrible
trying to show people what he understands about scripture, as sometime
met by hostility. He wants desperately to share what he understands, but,
does not know how, and secondly, does not want to have his ego swell §
success—a very humble and gentle attitude. He wonders where his gifts
and wonders if he has a gift to lead him to the ministry.

| believe that God gave great favor to this morning’s study. These 1
have humbled themselves before God and walk in His way as best they u
stand it. | came home with ideas for sermons. Truly a blessing for all invol

November 22, 1998Wow! These studies have some of the highest hig
and lowest lows, but today’s surpassed them all. We had five men today
of whom was a repeat customer who came specifically looking for us.

The first gentleman to arrive today wanted some personal help in
necting with God not only for himself but, also for his “daughter” (not rea
his daughter but his son’s girlfriend). The other men were able to contril
to this discussion. Much of helping others come to God is in living a life w
thy of our calling and setting the right example, not by arguing them intq
Some people (such as Job) follow God just by their nature, while others (
as Jacob) need a significant emotional experience before they begin to
God. Two of the men today were able to relate addiction problems that
were able to overcome, and they attributed the strength to overcome t
power of God—but they had to hit bottom first.

We read Luke 4, where Jesus stood up in the synagogue in Nazareth an
from Isaiah, and how the gospel is about healing the brokenhearted and s
people free. That is the good news that we can offer people looking for ans

The current situation in Washington is on people’s minds these days,

even though the polls show that people are tired of hearing about it, we sk

not interpret that to mean that people don't care about it and what it
tends. Not all people who claim Christianity come down on the sg
side of the issue, as was evident today. | pointed out that the bo
line for our society is to relate what has happened to the nati
concept of right and wrong. Sure, there has been quest
able moral behavior in times past. Today, however,
have no moral certainty. In days gone by, the peo
recognized standards, and while everyone did
come up to standards, at least people kné

Continued on page 3

Oops!
The two
Trucker’s
Bible studies in
our previous issue
were numbered “5 &
6” when they should
have been “6 & 7”. We
resume the sequence with “8”.
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Servants’ News is a ministry to help others under-
stand the Creator’s will, obey Him, and teach others. We
believe that the Bible contains the foundation of knowl-
edge about our Creator and that He is actively working
through people today. Our focus is to help the Sabbath-
keeping brethren who believe Yeshua (Jesus) is the
Messiah, but we realize that the Eternal works with many
groups and individuals.

We believe the gospel should be given freely—you
may copy this newsletter and give it to others. Servants”
News has nothing to sell and has no financial ties with
other organizations, but is supported by those who per-
sonally decide to help this ministry. We do not have IRS
tax exempt status, but the IRS accepts some charitable
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nizing a midwinter spiritual refreshingPillars of Truth”. The first pillar involves

Bmldmg Bﬂdges in Phoemx weekend on January 23 and 24, 1999, the understanding of what the church is, a

Everyone is invited to hear thebe held at a resort on a 300-acre farm negpiritual organism, not any one corporate
Building Bridges guest speakisiorman Hamilton, Ontario. organization. All who have God's Spirit
Edwards at 10:30 A.M. on the Sabbath of  The price is a very reasonable $12.58re part of Christ’s body. The second pil-
January 23, 1999.The meeting will be per person per day, and this includes ortar is an understanding of what a minister
followed by a question & answer sessiomight sleep over. Each person will brindgs. He emphasized that a minister is a
a potluck, and evening fellowship. his/her own bed linens and towels. Mealselper of our joy, not one who has domin-

Building Bridges is not a church. Itsare available, or you can bring your ownion over our faith. The rank system is not
goal is to book speakers that people in tHeor more information, call DennisBiblical, he added, and we don't need to
Phoenix, Arizonaarea would like to hear. Horlick at 905-831-6308 in evenings, orlsk a minister's permission to serve God
It holds meetings once per month and ihe CCG office at 416-531-9701. or our fellow man. Mr. Havir also said
intended only as a supplement to Sabbath Sponsor: Canadian Church of Godthat he has no desire to build an empire,
services. The organizers represent a vaRO Box 476; Don Mills Station; Don publish a magazine, or get involved in

oL

ety of corporate and independent congrdills, Ontario M3C 2T4; Canada.

gations. Previous speakers have been Ron

Weinland, Dave Havir and Ray Wooten. i

Ron Dart is scheduled for February 6 and Dave HaVll' speaks o sahbath

Jim Rector for some time in March.
Location: North Town Meeting Hall, 12, 1998, 75 to 80 people from seve

2202 Waltann Ln, Phoenix. For overnightellowships in central lllinois,

televangelism.

Following services, most of the group
adjourned to the home of local pastor Ken
Svehla and his wife Trisha for several

On a pleasant sunny Sabbath, Debours of feasting and fellowship. This

rdirings to mind the words of Psalms

the 133:1—"Behold, how good and how

housing or more information, call WayneChicago area, and Wisconsin gathered pleasant it is for brethren to dwell togeth-

Speed at 602-465-0418 or Jon Pike guburban Oak Brook to hear guest spea&r in unity.”
—Claudia Speeder Dave Havir, pastor of the United
Church of God, Big Sandy. After a brief
description of the outreach work the Big
Sandy congregation is performing, Mr.

602-759-6606.

Ontario Midwinter Weekend

—Larry Evans

Seventh Day Christian Assembly

The Seventh Day Christian Assembly

The Canadian Church of God is orgaHavir gave a sermon on the topic of “Twaf the Church of God in Knoxville,

“Trucker’s Study” from page 2 God's warning about a nation’s sins
what the standards were. Today we dongften followed by a millennial picture d
recognize any standards at all. That is thgod's blessings. The point: God assU
problem. We looked at Isaiah 5, whergs that in the end we win. So don’t g
God says: “Woe unto them that call evitoo discouraged if things look bleak
good, and good evil; that put darkness fasur country. God never leaves us with
light, and light for darkness; that put bithope, and the light of the Gospel is t

Tennessee would like to let you know of
i®ur new web site. The address is:

f  http:/Amww.korrnet.org/sdca
res Our group is composed of believers
efom the east Tennessee area, although
inwe can count on guests from more distant
byilaces on a fairly frequent basis. The
pa@jroup is not affiliated with any organiza-

ter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! WoeChrist is going to return and bring theion, conference, etc. Our belief is that

unto them that are wise in their own eyesvorld peace, and all the world will or
and prudent in their own sight! Woe untajay seek God. That message of h
them that are mighty to drink wine, andseemed to strike a vibrant chord.

ethe Eternal works through independent
Di@dies of believers with Jesus Christ as
bur head. We seek continued growth in

men of strength to mingle strong drinkbelieve that this is the best way in todaly'suth, spirit, and grace and welcome all

Which justify the wicked for reward, andsociety to present the wonderful mess
take away the righteousness of the righdf the Kingdom of God.
eous from him!” What happened next surprised n
| suggested that they read th&ve closed with prayer, and the m
prophets. Their writings can be liftedcame forward and started handing
word for word, published in the editorialmoney (a fairly substantial amoun
page of a newspaper, and they wouldhich I'll put in the account to bu
describe our nation’s condition to a “T".more Bibles.

geno diligently seek the face of God.

We strive to get along with those
(€alled out by God, despite our differ-
eences, with the belief that He will lead us
M@ truth if we earnestly contend for the
)faith.

Y We invite the readers oBervants
Newsto stop by our site and browse. It

Having said that, | told them something —Lenny Cacchig
we hear too little of today. We went 705 NE Bryant Dr, Lees Summit, MO 640
through several passages in Isaiah where lenny_cacchio@hotmail.co
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has just been started, but we hope to add

6much more information, especially in the

next month. So check back often. Of
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course, we would love to hear your com- some Christians believe the Bible says about
ments or answer any questions. The sitethe end times. Though Mr. Sims struggled to
has ways to get in touch with us whetherfollow the discussion of tribal wars, the
it be by mail, e-mail, phone, or our European Union, the stock market, and how
favorite...a visit to our congregation dur- it all fits into God's plan, the architect from
ing a Sabbath. Duncanville was clear about the message.
We feel that it is a blessing from the “You've got to be prepared,” Mr. Sims said.

Eternal that we have been provided this  For six weeks this fall, large crowds are
new way of offering the gospel message.flocking to a Bible conference sponsored by
It has cost us no money at all, just somethe Dallas Theological Seminary. Hand-hold-
time. And so we encourage all brethrening young couples with children, retirees,
everywhere to look for ways to express physicians in scrubs, teenagers and busi-
their views in a positive, productive, and ness people wearing pagers—they're all
efficient way, so that people can accesshere looking for answers.

information that will help them in their In the waning days of the millennium,
daily walk. We truly believe that this apocalyptic interest is at an all-time high.
spreading of information will strengthen Christian bookstores are selling books with
the faith of the saints. Information that is such fitles as End-Time Visions: The Road to
open to the public and not hidden in Armageddon? and Final Dawn Over
secret in a file cabinet at headquarters, orlerusalem. Producers of a new evangelical
in the minds of a few “qualified” leaders video called Apocalypse promise to shake
will be subjected to thought and discus- believers and save souls. In one survey, 20
sion and the truth will emerge just as iron percent of Americans said the Second
sharpens iron. —Brad Dunn  Coming will happen around 2000.

[large section omitted]
I i Since the 1970s, in part because of Mr.

BSA Needs Pal't tlme Edltﬂl's [Hal] Lindsey's work, these beliefs have

The Bible Sabbath Association is seeped into popular books, movies and tele-
looking for part-time editors for its vision.
Sabbath Sentinel magazine. It has a con-  According to a 1994 survey, Dr. Wojck
tinuous 50-year existence with many fine said, 61 percent of Americans believe Jesus
articles by various Sabbatarians on awill retumn; 44 percent believe in the Battle of
range of topics. It has had a subscriptionArmageddon; 49 percent believe an
price in the past, but will soon be offered Antichrist will arise; and 44 percent believe in
free of charge. If you would like to help, the Rapture.
even if it is just working on one or two Such ideas are comforting, he said,
issues per year, please contact Richardecause they help people believe history is
Nickels; 3316 Alberta Dr; Gillette, WY following a specific path.
82718-6217; phone 307-686-5191.

studies, and seminars on a wide variety of
topics. On Thursday night we had a great
fun show. Other events included some

brethren going on a deep sea fishing expe-
dition and bringing back a great catch. The
fish were cooked just outside the meeting
rooms and eaten with home cooked hush
puppies and all the trimmings. There were
classes and activities for the youth. Finally,

one of the most exciting events was the
immersion of 28 people. We watched one
elder immerse his own daughter which

was very special and touching.

Of special interest was a congrega-
tional presentation of calendar issues cov-
ering a culmination of much research by
many men and women. The purpose and
intent of the calendar study is/was to
understand the scripturally defined calen-
dar and the specific times (Feast Days, or
the Hebrew word “mow’eds”) YHWH
commanded in Scripture by YHWH to be
observed.

There was basic agreement on several
key calendar items:

1. It was agreed that neither the
Jews, nor any man, has ever been given
the authority to set up their own calendar
or to pick and choose which days are
commanded to be observed, period.

2. The Postponement Rules of the
Jews were rejected as non-scriptural.

3. That the only accepted authority
defining a calendar is YHWH and His
inspired Word.

The study material was made avail-
able, upon request, to anyone who want-
ed to study the issue further. This research

If Sabbatarians are going to reach thie still available, upon request, and is

world with a prophetic message, weotally open to scrutiny.

Preaching Prophecy Not Unique

must stand out. We need more than a We believe we share in the under-
general message or the setting of datetanding of all who worship and serve

Decades ago, almost any TV ministrghat do not come to pass. We, like DanietHWH, the Father, that well are to
that preached prophecy would attract afpan 2:28), need to ask the Eternal tproveall things and live our faith. The
audience. Prophecy preaching was rare inveal the meaning of prophecies to usbottom line is that our Father has given us

the days when many people looked to sci-
ence to solve the problems of the world.
Now, most people can read about prophe—Ft. waltﬂn Beach Feast Repm‘t
cy in their local paper. Articles have

appeared in many papers, big and small. The Congregation of

—Norman S. Edwards instructions on how to live and is the final

judge. These points were the basic
premise for the calendar study. The entire
congregation agreed to set aside a day for

YHWH a voluntary fast for the purpose of asking

We quote from an article entitledobserved the Feast Of Tabernacles at MHWH for His guidance in understand-
Apocalypse Now?from the Dallas Walton Beach, Florida. The weather waig His will and His truth on calendar

Morning News, October 24, 1998:
Sherman  Sims walked out of
Prestonwood Baptist Church one night, a
four-page outline called “The Future
Program of God” in his hand. The topic was
the end of the world.
He was one of 3,000 people who'd gone
to the Far North Dallas church to hear what
Page 4

wonderful for the entire Feast providingquestions. An announcement was made,
plenty of time for fellowship and rejoicing contingent upon any new insight, that
before YHWH. It was so convenient tomany would be observing the Feast one
have the meeting rooms in the same hotelonth later than the Jews in 1999.
as many were staying allowing much mor&veryone was encouraged to study the
time to studying, sharing and really beingssue for themselves and make their own
“together”. There were many interestingndividual choice.

and thought provoking sermons, Bible

—Marv & Renetta Wilsor
November 1998



WORKS and St ..
Are They The Same?

miracles, the healings, the teachings and
all His other works on His own authori-
ty, but rather because the Father was in
Him and the Father was doing the works
through Him. Jesus tells us that He could
do nothing of Himself, and then tells us
here that all His mighty works were done
by the Father. If Jesus could not do works

When the Bible talks of works andJesus had performed? He had peof Himself, but only through the Father
fruits, are the words interchangeableformed many miracles, cast out demongoing them through Him, how can we do
When we do “works”, are we also pro-and healed the multitudes that cameood works any other way? If we are
ducing fruit? The two are not inter-These were the works that Jesus wamsily doing a “good work” then it will be
changeable, but quite different fromtalking about: the work that He did serv-God doing it through us, not our efforts
each other as we will see in this articleng the people and teaching the peopléo do a work. Jesus tells us the world’s

Works are talked about far more inJesus warns us that we are not to lworks are evil and they hated Him
the Bible and especially in the Newdoing works to be seen by men, bubecause He testified of it to them (John

Testament than are fruits and it seemsorks to glorify God:
quite easy for us to understand works.  Therefore whatever they tell you
Let's examine some verses that describeto observe, that observe and do, but
works and tell us about works to make do not do according to their works;
sure that we all understand the impor- for they say, and do not do. For they
tance of works before we go on to seebind heavy burdens, hard to bear,
what the Bible has to say about fruit.  and lay them on men’s shoulders;
In the Greek, works comes from but they themselves will not move
Strong’s #2041 (ergon) which is trans- them with one of their fingers. But all
lated: to work, toil, an act, deed, doing, their works they do to be seen by
labor or work. Jesus had the most to saymen. They make their phylacteries
about works so we will look at some of broad and enlarge the borders of
those scriptures and then at some fromtheir garments (Matt 23:3-5).
the rest of the apostles’ writings.

7:7). Jesus finishes about the Father
doing works through Him by telling us
that those who believe in Him will do the
works He did, because God and Jesus is
in us also, and greater works than He did
because He went back to the Father.
Today there are many Christians, but
there are not many of the works such as
Jesus did being done today. We talk
about our works for God and our service
to mankind, but the works such as Jesus
did, where are they? They are not often
evident in the world today? Why?

The leaders of that time, only did Our works are nothing without God

First, in Matthew 5:16 Jesus tells usvorks that made them look good beforen them. How many of our works glori-
to “Let your light so shine before menmen, to be raised in stature themselvefy; God and how many of our supposed
that they may see your good works andut would not lift a finger, according toworks glorify us or our group? We all
glorify your Father in heaven.” OurJesus, to truly serve the people thelyave to ask ourselves these hard ques-

works are to glorify God, not to be donavere to be serving.

tions and then repent of our selfish

for people to say good things about us or Jesus tells us also that the works Heesires and our sins and lack of faith, to
that we would get “a raise in rank ordid bore witness of Himself and theretrust God to do His works through us
stature,” but our works should be donéore when we do true works they bearealizing that in our efforts our works
in such a manner as to bring glory tavithess of us also that Jesus the Chriate useless to God. If Jesus had to rely
God and Jesus, not ourselves. Aftdives within us, that we are a child ofon God to do the works through Him,
doing many works that glorified God inGod. “But | have a greater witness thahow much more do we?

several cities, Jesus turned to rebuke tdehn’s; for the works which the Father

For by grace you have been

people of those cities for not repenting.has given Me to finish, the very works saved through faith, and that not of

Then He (Jesus) began to upbraid
the cities in which most of His mighty
works had been done, because they
did not repent. Woe to you, Chorazin!
Woe to you Bethsaida! For if the
mighty works which were done in you
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they
would have repented long ago in sack-
cloth and ashes. But | say to you, it will
be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in
the day of judgment than for you. And
you, Capernaum, who are exalted to
heaven, will be brought down to
Hades; for if the mighty works which
were done in you had been done in
Sodom, it would have remained until
this day (Matt 11:20-23).

What were the “mighty works” that

November 1998

that | do, bear witness of Me, that the yourselves; it is a gift of God, not of
Father has sent Me.” (John 5:36) Oneworks, lest anyone should boast. For
more quote about works from Jesuswe are His workmanship, created in

comes from John 14:10-12:

Do you not believe that | am in
the Father, and the Father in Me?
The words that | speak to you | do
not speak on My own authority; but
the Father who dwells in Me does
the works. Believe Me that | am in
the Father and the Father in Me, or
else believe Me for the sake of the
works themselves. Most assuredly, |
say to you, he who believes in Me,
the works that | do he will do also;
and greater works than these he will
do, because | go to My Father.

Christ Jesus for good works, which
God has prepared beforehand that
we should walk in them (Eph 2:8-10).

We should all realize that we are
saved by God'’s grace through our faith in
His Son Jesus Christ. He tells us not to
think that we are saved by our works, the
deeds that we do, because then someone
could boast about how good they were.
Our works are nothing, but any work that
we do that glorifies God and is of true
service to God is done by God anyway.

The good works that we do are not
our own, but rather the works that we

Jesus said that He was not doing thellow God to do through us. We are
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rewarded for the works that we allowapart from God are all going to affect us There are several scenarios that could
God to do through us. (Matt 16:27) Butand all those around us in quite negativieave taken place. First, the man really
we are saved from our sins and giveand harmful ways. They are the worksared about the blind man and wanted to
eternal life by grace alone, not by anpr deeds of the flesh. But when wenelp him, to serve him in just this little
work that we do. The true works that wallow God to do His works through usway. Second, the man could have known
do, God did through us anyway, we didhen people see the glory of God anthat his boss was behind and he wanted
not do them on our own. God tells ushey glorify God for the things that Hethe boss to see what a good guy he was.
that we were created in Jesus Christ @id through us. Naturally, these are th&hird, he could have felt sorry for the
do good works and that we should walkvorks that we want to be allowing to beblind man and helped him out of pity for
in them. But we are not saved by angone through us, without doing thehim. Fourth, he could have been a pick-
work that we do or do not do. works of the flesh also. pocket and by wrapping his arm around
In Galatians 5:19-21, Paul under The works of the flesh destroy ourthe blind man, to supposedly help him,
inspiration listed the works of the fleshwitness for God, the good works wehe robbed the blind man unknowingly.
they are not pretty, but we are all familallow God to do through us boister Higrifth, the man could have been the blind
iar with many of them. They have beerkingdom and the work He is doing orman’s son who had just had a fight with
parts of our lives at certain points, anthis earth. Jesus tells us what Godkim, but loved him enough that he

we have had to turn from them and puwork on earth is. helped him across the street, but then just
our faith in Jesus Christ to come out of  Then they (the disciples) said to left him immediately on the other side.
that way of life. The works of the flesh Him, “What shall we do, that we may The point is that we can see works

are all things that we can see in peoplework the works of God?" Jesus done, but we do not know if they rep-
and too often in ourselves, they happenanswered and said to them, “This is resent fruits of the Spirit or not. We
everyday and we see the results of thesehe work of God, that you believe in  can only know this if we spend time with
actions. Unhappiness and misery, notHim whom He sent” (John 6:28-29). and get to know the person well enough
the results that all people want, yet they What is the work of God? That weto see their charactéfou can not know
and we continue to do the works of thallow God to do works through us thaif someone displays a fruit of the Spirit
flesh, these are the things we can do. will bring others to believe, put theirby seeing a work that they dolt is only
Now the works of the flesh are evi- ~ faith and trust in, Jesus Christ the Sothrough works that are done, that we can
dent [we can see them], which are: of God. That is the work of God andsee the fruits displayed, but every human
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, that is why God works through us. Ddeing has the capacity to do what looks
licentiousness [means the disregard people see Jesus Christ in you by yolike a good work, for the wrong reason,

for accepted rules or standards], idol- ~ works? If not, repent and give Godo get something for themselves. Hindus,
atry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jeal- place to do works through you. Peopl8uddhists, atheists or anyone can do a
ousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish see our works and they should glorifywork that appears to be good on the sur-
ambitions, dissentions, heresies [‘fac- God. Can people see fruits? face. But we learned before that true
tions” in NIV and others—dividing up The fruits of the Spirit come rightgood works glorify God and are done

into competing sects], envy, murders, after the works of the flesh in Galatianshrough us by God. God can do a good
drunkenness, revelries [means noisy 5. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, work through a Buddhist and receive
merry making, or boisterous festivi- peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodglory from a Christian, but the fruits of
ties], and the like, ... (Gal 5:19-21). ness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-cotthe Spirit are only possible if you have
These are the works that we are abteol. Against such there is no law.” (Galthe Holy Spirit. Someone who does not
to do, and most of us know this too well5:22-23) Are any of these things that cabelieve in Jesus Christ the Son of God,
we see ourselves mentioned too often ime touched or things that you can do@oes not have the Holy Spirit and there-
this list. These are not the works thathese are all things that you see in pefere the work did not show a fruit of the
God did through Jesus, that Jesus saide, they are not things that they hav&pirit. They are not the same.
we would do and more. Good works cadone. Let's take an example of a scene Beware of false prophets, who
only be done by allowing God to workwe see and a work that was done. come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
through us, our efforts produce the We look out our window of our office inwardly they are ravenous wolves.
works in the list above. “Who has save@nd we see a blind man standing on theYou will know them by their fruits. Do
us and called us with a holy calling, notorner ready to cross the street. We see @aen gather grapes from thornbushes
according to our works, but according tavell-dressed, nice looking man come up or figs from thisties? Even so, every
His own purpose and grace which wabeside the blind man. As the walk sign good tree bears good fruit, but a bad
given to us in Christ Jesus before timappears, the well dressed man puts arree bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear
began.” (2Tim 1:9) None of us were oarm around the blind man and leads himbad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good
can do good works, and God saved us lagross the street to the other side. You seéuit. Every tree that does not bear
His grace anyway, not by our works. the blind man thank the other and they good fruit is cut down and thrown into
We can understand from these scrippart. What have you seen? You would the fire. Therefore by their fruits you
tures that works, good or bad, are thingguess you had just seen a good work donavill know them (Matt 7:15-20).
that we can see, they happen and théy this nice man. But did you? You saw a Jesus tells us that when there are false
affect us, either good or bad. But we sesork done, that we know, but you can ngbrophets around that we will know them,
that the works that we are able to dé&now why the man helped the blind mamot by the lack of works they do, but by
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their lack of fruit. They can still do the God. Jesus tells us how fruit is producedifted up off the ground and then it will be

works that look good, that people tendto 11 am the vine, and My Father is
like, but He tells us we can not discern the vinedresser. 2Every branch in Me
from the works, because they look like that does not bear fruit He takes away;
sheep. But we can discern by their fruits, and every branch that bears fruit He
or in this case lack of fruits. A good prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
prophet or teacher will have fruits that 3You are already clean because of the
we can see produced in him, but a falseword which | have spoken to you.
teacher will not have fruits as we can not 4 Abide in Me, and | in you. As the
produce of ourselves the fruits of the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
Spirit, they are from God alone. In order unless it abides in the vine, neither
to discern if someone has fruit we have tocan you, unless you abide in Me. 51
know them personally andee their  am the vine, you are the branches.
character, the reasons that they are He who abides in Me and | in him,
doing the things they do.We can not bears much fruit; for without Me
tell by their works; their works can look you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does
good, but the fruit is not there. not abide in Me, he is cast out as a
Today, unfortunately, fruit seems to branch and is withered; and they gath-
be very lacking in the church. People areer them and throw them into the fire,
judging and condemning by the works or and they are burned up. 7 If you abide
lack of works, and Jesus said you couldin Me, and My words abide in you, you
not tell a false teacher by their works, but will ask what you desire, and it shall be
their fruits. Who do you know in your done for you. 8By this My Father is
Christian life that God is producing fruit glorified, that you bear much fruit; so
in? For most of us, it is probably hard to you will be My disciples (John 15:1-8)
come up with names of really “fruitful

able to produce fruit. There are times in
our lives that we are not bearing fruit and
God lifts us up, encourages us that we
may bear fruit. But these branches were
abiding in the vine, they were not like the
branches that were cast into the fire that
were not abiding in the vine. We know
that those branches have no capacity to
produce fruit, by themselves they can do
nothing. Therefore they are cast into the
fire and destroyed.

“Being filled with the fruits of right-
eousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the
glory and praise of God.” (Phil 1:11) We
are to bear fruit and that fruit is displayed
through our works, but true good works
and true fruits of the Spirit both come
from God, we are unable to do either. He
does the works and Jesus bears the fruit
through us. But the fruits of the Spirit are
the characteristics of God that we should
be allowing God to develop and bear in
us. The good works are the deeds that we
should allow God to do through us, that

Jesus said He was the vine and Higlorify Him. Our fruit can be displayed

trees”. The fruit just is not there. ManyFather the vinedresser and we are thwy the works that we do, but the works
have works that appear good, but we daranches. If we (the branches) abide iare not the same as fruitThe fruit we

not see the fruit in them. Can we produckim (the vine) then we will be bear fruit.bear should help people see Jesus and
the fruit? We have seen that God doe&nd if we bear fruit, God (the vinedress-God in us, but it needs to be our charac-
any true good work through us, but caer) will prune (test and try) us that weter, just like the fruits of the Spirit are the
we produce fruit? Can we learn and grolsear more fruit. Do the branches proeharacteristics of God. People should see
in love, joy, peace, etc.? duce fruit? They are a part of fruit pro-God in us by the fruits that Christ bears
It is a good experience for us to decidduction, but they can do nothing withouthrough us. If we have true fruit we will
that we are going to be more loving tdhe nourishment from the vin@nly by also have good works, but you can have
everyone around us from now on. Try itabiding in Jesus can we produce fruit. “good works” and not have fruit. That is
Try to love everyone unconditionally Verse 6 indicates that those who davhy we have taliscern false teachers
around you, in every situation. How longnot abide in Christ will be cast out. Versdy their fruits, not by their works, we
does it last before someone upsets yd@iin nearly every translation seems to sagan be deceived by the worksBut to
and you do not show them love? Mayb#hat those _nobearingfruit, even though discern the fruit we have to know the per-
about as long as it takes to get to work ththey may be abiding in Christ, are alsson well enough to know their character.
next morning when the first person cutéaken away”. The problem here may be Let’s all allow Jesus to bear fruit in us.
you off in traffic and causes you to havén the translation of “takes away.”If we are a branch that needs lifting up,
to slam on your brakes to keep from hitAccording to Strong’s it comes fromwe know that God will lift us up and
ting him. We of ourselves cannot grow irword #142 airo, which means “to lift, to encourage us that we can allow Jesus to
unconditional love as that of the Holytake up or away, to raise, away with, bedyear fruit in us, and if we are bearing fruit,
Spirit, but rather we have submit our-  (up), carry, lift up, loose, make to doubtthen we also know that God will prune us
selves to God and allow Him to display put away, remove, take (away, up)”. Bythat we allow Jesus to bear even more
His love through us. An outburst of looking at other uses of this word in thdruit through us. We also have to be will-
wrath at the “ignorant” driver that cut youBible (Matt 16:24; Mark 8:3; 10:21;ing to allow God to do good works
off is not the fruit of love, or joy, or peace Luke 9:23 are some), it is possible thahrough us, to have the faith to allow Him
or self-control, or kindness, or patienceJesus was not talking about cutting theontrol of our lives and to take ourselves
or gentleness, or meekness, or goodnebsanch off and casting it away as with thand our desires out of the works that we
or faithfulness to God. Does that mean ifranches that did not abide in Him, buare doing and truly allow them to be good
we do this that there is no fruit of thewas rather talking about lifting it up, orworks. —Ron Wilson
Spirit in us? Abso!utely not! It simply raising itup, bearing itup so that it wouI_ This article was reprinted from the free news-
means we have failed, sinned and fallebear fruit. The passage is about bearif |aar- Learning Together, 7807 North llinois
short of what we should have done. Ouruit, much fruit and more fruit. If a Caseyville, IL 62232: LI'\;NTOG@aol.com ’
focus was on ourselves, not of our Lordbranch _of a grape vine is I_ylng on th¢ Or, ask Servants’ News for a free sample.
Jesus Christ and God and the things gfound it will not bear fruit, it has to be|
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and prepared for this meeting weeks in
advanceand paid for anon-refundable
ticket to Cincinnati!

UCG-IA Rejects Christians?

by Alan Ruth

No doubt the title of this article end. Initially, the local organizer seemed Further Evidence of The Mindset
sounds pretty provocative. The answerappy to try and include this type of dis- Barnabas Ministries has a large Web
is, “no,” you may say, “I cannot believecussion on the schedule. This persagite on the Internet at wwiiblestudyorg
that a group such as the United Churckeemed to sincerely desire to have somiiat has articles and audio messages by a
of God-International Association wouldthing of a Church of God “family large selection of WCG split groups. Late
reject Christians that have the sameeunion” that last December weekendn 1997 we exchanged “links” (a link is a
essential beliefs as they do.” Strange adnfortunately, his best intention asidereferral to another person’s Web site) with
it may seem, it has happened! the organizer would soon learn that onsomeone on the UCG’s Council of Elders

Since my 1994 research paper on theannot assume your leaders will act atho has a Web site. He was initially
Worldwide Church of God (WCG) least as Christian as you do. happy to both receive referrals and to
splits, | have stood on the sidelines and In late November an E-mail arrivedrefer people to the Bible study site.
not commented much in writing aboustating that the seminar weekend wadowever, in a short time, overzealous
the situation in the Church of Godrestricted and that the Y2K discussiotJCG people (some of whom would later
Though tempted many times to write, lvould not be held. Was it because thgo with David Hulme’s split group from
openly wondered whether such comYear 2000 bug is some great heresy?CG) began to lambaste this council
ments would be beneficial or would fallNo. The invitation to allnon-United member for having non-UCG links on his
on deaf ears. Something recently hafspeakers at this family weekend wagVeb site. As the pressure to be “100%
pened, however, that so illustrates thenacceptable to some UCG-IA leaderdJnited” built, the link to the Bible study
major unresolved problem UCG-IA andThe organizer was told that the speakesite (and others) was taken off.

a host of other splits possess that | wagould be restricted to only UCG-IA  The link was removed under the
compelled to comment. elders! It became painfully apparent thaimbrella of “maintaining unity” and

Here's the situation that got my bloodo the UCG-IA, a person’s corporatgquoting directly from the E-mail sent on
boiling. Ron Dart, founder of Christianaffiliation is far superior to the the link removal) “We (UCG-IA) are still,
Educational Ministries, was asked tcChristianity they practice. as an organization, trying to find our way
speak at a UCG-IA seminar in Cincinnati as to how we work withther Christians
to be held December 25-27. Mr. Dart was Carnality reigns supreme Other Christians? Is this talking about
approached to speak before the Feast by Someone once told me that under working with Baptists, Methodists,
a local UCG-IA organizer and had purthe canopy of truth carnality reigns Lutherans or even the Worldwide Church
chased a non-refundable airline tickesupreme.How true! Out of the more thanof God? No! It has to do with working
Mr. Les McCullough, president of UCG-150 WCG splits, Mr. Dart is one of thewith those who, like them, left the WCG
IA, initially approved of his talk at the leastcontroversial or obnoxious speakerand who sharenany common beliefs!
family weekend. you will find. He is a “safe” speaker, My jaw dropped when | got this e-

As time drew closer to the meetingsomeone who has a gift for preachingrail. Can you imagine a church elder,
some elders in UCG-IA did not like RonGod's word and tries to do so with integrisomeone who has been a Christian for
speaking at the seminar. In latdy. To reject Ron simply because he’s nahany years, needing some kindooga-
November, Mr. Dart was informed heone of “us”, not nizational policyto know how
was rejected as a speaker. Why, yan our organiza- to treat other Christians—to
may ask? Was it because Ron was goitignal clan is know how to be a Christian?

"We (UCG-IA) are

to preach heresy? Or was it because hidiculous, fool-
would actively try to suck out memberssh and down-
and money from UCG-IA? Or that heright carnal.

would criticize and lambaste their lead- For the
ership? CEM’'s Web site and letter taecord | con-

still, as an organiza-
tion, trying to find our
way as to how we work
with other Christians."

Is corporate obedience more
important than a person’s con-
version? What good is it to be
a council member, one who is
supposedly spiritually mature

their mailing list states that Ron wassider myself an enough to help guide thou-

asked not to speak because “The orgédndependent”, one who is independensands of people, if you easily cave into

nizers (of the event) requested that Mpf organizations but fully dependent orthe unbiblical requests of others?

Dart not participate, due to objectionssod. | am not a “member” of CEM.

from some members of the UCG-IARonN is discussed here because he hap- The Conclusion

Council of Elders and Ministerial ser-pens to be a recent example of what, Why are there splits in the Church of

vices.” That's a fine statement, but whasadly, goes on on a regular basis in tHeéod? Why are people leaving the bigger

is thereal reason Ron was rejected? Church of God! groups to form the fastest growing and
As if to add vinegar to this unpleasantargest part of the church known as

The REAL Reason situation, as of the middle of Decembehome fellowships?

After Ron mentioned in October heMr. Dart had not been offered an apolo- It is because brethren are fed up
would speak in Cincinnati, | offered togy by either Mr. McCullough or any with the silliness and immaturity of the
give a seminar on preparing for the YeadCG elders. No apology has been deliwarganizations they attend and the “lead-
2000 computer bug at this family weekered in spite of the fact that Ron planne Continued on page 9
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Today'’s “Church of God”
Groups Use HWA's Authority

Since Herbert Armstrong is dead and most of
his writing is not being printed, why do we need
to dig up his mistakes? It probably would be bet-
ter if all of the groups just “let him be”, but many
groups still base their operations directly on
Armstrong. If they do not understand his errors,

You Can Contact Scattered Brethren!

Are you interested in finding scattered brethren, home fellow-
ships or other believers who live near you? You can do these
things by requesting our Scattered Brethren Contact List.
Servants’ News will send you a list of the cities where all of our
subscribers live. You decide which cities are near enough to you
that you might want to establish a friendship. You can then write as

many cards or letters as will be required for the number of people
in the cities of your interest. When you send them to Servants’
News, we will add the complete name and address to your cards
or envelopes, and mail them for you. This allows people to receive
your correspondance without us giving away anyone’s name and
address. Most brethren respond to a sincere letter—then you will
have their address, phone number or whatever else they send you.

In previous years, Servants’ News printed the list of cities in a
regular issue. Now, the list is 7 pages long. Since less than 100
people typically write Scattered Brethren Contact Letters, it seems
more efficient to send the information only to those who need it.

If you are interested (we have over 200 international cities), please
ask for the Scattered Brethren Contact List.  Phone: 517-543-5544,
fax: 517-543-8899, e-mail: 75260.1603@compuserve.com, or write:
PO Box 220, Charlotte, Michigan 48813-0220 USA.

they will probably repeat them. Notice:
Les McCullough, UCG Ministerial letter
of 6/19/98:
| am not Mr. Armstrong nor do | in any way
consider myself in that category. | do however
have the responsibility to inform all of you and the
brethren of the problems we face. To help keep a
focus, | am going to quote part of an article from
the 1968 Good News: “How often just in the
course of this past year have we had to read such
words as ‘delay,’ ‘postpone,’ ‘fail,’ ‘go backward,’
and ‘MOUNTAINOUS SETBACK' in the Member
and Co-worker letters? Time and again Mr.
Armstrong has been forced to use such words to

“UCG-IA Rejects” from page 8 this is what | am doing,” he will be i
ers” that say they represent Godrouble if his organization has a di
They have borne with the cluelesserent policy.

ministry long enough. They are So why doesnt UCG-IA have
weary of the spiritual food fight policy for dealing with “other
going on between those who sayhristians”? Because any such po
they are shepherds in God’s flockcy they would write would be clear
The power-hungriness, zest to beontrary to scripture. Paul clearl
“in-charge” and rule, arroganceinstructs believers not to form fa
and vanity of quite a few Church oftions (1Cor 1 & 3) around individua
God ministers is a marvel toleaders. Furthermore, the cled
behold. It is under the canopy ofacknowledgment that true believe
Christianity that those who sayneed not be in their organizatig

describe the lack of progress in God's work....”
How | wish this letter wasn’'t needed.
Perhaps we need to remember Mr. Armstrong’s
cocking of the gun for the greater push forward.
Rod Meredith letter of November, 1998:
Remember, the Bible NEVER speaks of
“Government by Committee.” Rather, as Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong explained again and again,
God has ALWAYS worked primarily thorough one
man—Moses, David, Peter, Paul, efc....
I However, brethren, | know personally that
ir thousands of you DO CARE about the Church
rs governmental structure. You do want to have and
n to follow a strong, dedicated leader. You do want

=

a

Yy

~
"

they are mature have committedyreatly diminishes the authority that leader to basically follow in the footsteps of

the most carnal actions. Dgou which they think the UCG-IA has.
need permission from someone othere are Christians outside of tf
something before you act UCG-IA, how can they fault UCG
Christian? Our challenge is not tdA members for attending other sg
repeat the mistakes of our leadersices, sending money to other m
Are we up to the task? istries, or discussing doctrines he
by other groups? How can the

Norman Edwards’ Comments  headquarters assert authority over
Most of the UCG-IA members llocal minister or congregation if h
have metdo not reject other or they can resign from the UCG-I
Christians. | feel more welcome in and still be considered Christian &
the local Lansing UCG-IA congrega-everyone?
tion than | have in some home-fellow- Nearly all of the leaders d
ships. | would guess that the UCG-IAChurch of God organizations we
leaders do not want to reject othertrained” in the Worldwide

If God's apostle, Herbert W. Armstrong.
e
-David Hulme, August 1998:

r- They wanted to see strong central direction and
n- a continuation of the work on the pattern estab-
d lished through Herbert W. Armstrong, with use of
r mass media including printing and broadcasting....
a | would like to quote some comments from a
e man whom | have come to respect even more high-

IA ly in recent months. Autobiography of Herbert W.

y Armstrong, Volume 1, pp. 411-412:..
Press release from Garner Ted Armstrong

f giving his background, March 1998:
e Armstrong, 68, is the son of the late Herbert
W. Armstrong, founder of the “Worldwide Church

Christians, but they are not sure howChurch of God, which claimed
to go about it. When men havepe the one and only true chur
worked in a hierarchical corporation Much of its doctrine and practic

of God” of Pasadena, California, and
. Ambassador Colleges, with three campuses:
Pasadena, California; Big Sandy, Texas, and

for years and have a problem, theytterly relied on this claim. Most gf Bricket Wood, St. Albans, Herts., England. The
ask for an organizational policy these leaders have not really elder Armstrong died at age 93 in 1986.

rather than going to the Bible. If athought through all that is involve

If we included every small group whose

minister tells his headquarters, “thiswhen they admit that there afe'work” is based on Herbert Armstrong’s, we

is what | understand from the Bible scother Christians”.
November 1998
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(B8]
Page 9

A Personal Perspective on Governance.



If Participating in a Church Group Is Not the
Main Part of a Christian Life, What Is?

To many people, it seems pointless to try to make a significant impact on the world by themselves. If they are going t
accomplish something for Christ, they believe they need to join with many others so they can preach the Gospel effectiv¢
ly in a “big work”. But this is completely contrary to New Testament teaching! None of the New Testament writers talk
about “getting enough believers together to preach the Gospel effectively”. Those who preached were those who were call
to preach, and they did it whether the people supported them or not. When the number of believers increased, they rejoic
because there were more people living the right way of life—not because they would now be able to “do a work”.

What can an individual do if he or she is alone or in a small group? Everyone should do the following things:

1. Love the Eternal with all your heart. Treat others as you would want to be treated. These are the greatest commant

2. Study the Bible and pray frequently. Practice those things that you understand from the Scripture.

3. Be ready to explain your life in Christ to anyone who asks.

But is that all there is to it? Are we only to quietly develop the fruit of the Spirit and then just hope someone notices?
No, there is more. What we do will depend upon the spiritual and physical gifts that we have, and our position in life.
Obviously, you should pray and ask the Eternal to show you. But to help you, we have included some ideas below:

i above aspects, and take time to make a
Teen Yeal's Yﬂung smgle Adlllts good marriage, also. Numerous scriptures

Many teens see the adult problems of The teen-year goals should continueention a successful family life as the
the world—wars, disease, divorce, lyinginto the young adult years, but now workequirement for congregational leadership
hypocrisy, etc.—but feel powerless to dor full-time school is “for real”. It is positions. It is a mistake to “serve God so
much about them because “they are natways good to better oneself at a currenbuch” that family life is destroyed.
adults yet”. This is generally true withjob, or prepare for a more advanced one. Married people have many service
one big exception: a teenager has Money should not be the ultimate goal impportunities that are simply not avail-
greater opportunity to influence his ollife, but it is very helpful for raising a able to others. Most people will be com-
her own life than people in almost anyfamily or serving the Eternal. Youngfortable if invited to their homes, they can
other age group. Choices in these yeagglult years are a good time to fulfill trav-encourage or counsel others about mar-
can make the difference beween a lovingl and other goals that will be much morédage and child-rearing problems, and
life or a miserable mess. difficult with a family. they will naturally interact with the com-

Excelling at school work, sports, This is also a good time for each pemunity as their children make friends.
music, or other interests is solid prepason to think and pray about which spirituMarried people have the built-in evange-
ration for the future. Teens can seeél gifts they have and what they can do tiistic responsibility of teaching their chil-
opportunities to travel and meet nevserve. If someone has dedicated their lildren—the principles of which can some-
people. Try to gediny kind of real work to God, they should be doing somethingmes be extended to the outside world.
experience, even if it is just “training” more significant for Him than attending a
without pay—stores, offices, construcservice or study for a few hours per week. i
tion, day-care, landscaping, restauranté this age, you will probably be “doing mdel' and/ or smgle Adlllts
janitorial, etc. Most people spend theithings” more than organizing, managing As people grow older, their gifts
lives working for someone else—it isor teaching, but follow where the Eternathange. They often are less able to do
good to start learning to work early inleads. Older people are often hesitant ghysical work, and better able to lead
life, rather than later. ask younger people, not knowing theiand guide others. After children leave

At this age, establishing habits ofdesire or skill. If a fellowship is holding ahome, and especially after retirement,
regular prayer, Bible study, good dietpublic meeting, a younger person caolder adults often have a lot of discre-
sufficient sleep and respect for othersolunteer to help with the advertising tionary time. Long-time single adults
will be invaluable throughout life. mailing, setup the chairs, clean the halliso sometimes have a lot of discre-
Learn to pray through trouble rathewhen it is over, prepare refreshments fdionary time—they do not have a family
than fight—especially when others ar¢he meeting—according to your abilitiesto care for, and their job and dwelling
mistreating you. Spend time with peoif your volunteer offer is rejected, do nofplace is often efficiently managed.
ple of the opposite sex, but remain sexgive up, keep trying. Many use this time to devote to
ually pure to avoid the diseases and Those who are not able to serve thstudy, hobbies, or entertainment. This is
divorces that plague so many peoplEternal with a significant portion ofa good time to seek the Eternal’'s will
today. Learn not to be ashamed of Gaitheir time, can do so with their moneyand see if there is some kind of ministry
and being different in order to live HisBe sure that any ministry you contributehat He wants you to perform. It may be
way. Talk about Him to those who ask.to is doing the kind of work that youhelping the poor, teaching the young, or

Around the end of the teen yearshelieve the Eternal wa